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THE PLACE NAMES OF THE EMPIRE.1

By Sir CHARLES LUCAS, K.C.B., K.C.M.G.

I WANT this evening to try to interest you in the place names of the
Empire, and to try to illustrate the clue which they give to the history
and the nature of the Empire. Richard Hakluyt refers to geography
and chronology " which," he says, " I may call the sun and the moon,
the right eye and the left of all history." Place names are a great aid
to ohronology. I take one or two obvious instances. The name Adelaide
was the name of the Queen of William iv. It tells us at once that the
city of Adelaide, capital of South Australia, was founded in the reign of
William iv. I t was, in fact, founded in 1836. Hard by, as distance
goes in Australia, the name Melbourne tells us that that city was officially
founded while Lord Melbourne was Prime Minister in England. He
was the first Prime Minister of Queen Victoria, and the city was so
named in 1837. The State of Victoria, of which Melbourne is the
capital, tells by its name that it became a separate colony in Queen
Victoria's reign. It was so constituted in 1851, having previously been
the Port Philip district of New South Wales. Port Philip, now
Melbourne, was called after Captain Philip, who took out the first
settlers to Australia and founded the first settlement in New South
Wales. The name Natal does not tell the year of first discovery, but it
tells the day of the year—Christmas Day, the natal day, the birthday
of the Christian religion. It was sighted on Christmas Day, 1497, by
the Portuguese navigator, Vasco da Gama, on his first memorable
voyage to India round the Cape. Dominica tells the day of the week :
it was discovered on the Lord's Day—Sunday. This West Indian

1 A Paper read at a Meeting of the Royal Colonial Institute on April 3, 1917. Reprinted
from the October number of United Umpire, by kind permission of the Author and the
Editors.
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5 3 0 SCOTTISH GEOGRAPHICAL MAGAZINE.

island was sighted by Columbus on his second voyage, on November 3 r
1493.

The names of kings and queens are clearly a great help to chronology.
The many Victorias scattered throughout the world are specially inter-
esting as testifying how much of the Empire was discovered, or acquired,,
or developed in the great Queen's reign—interesting not only for their
number but still more for their variety. You have, for instance, a lake
—the Victoria Nyanza; falls on a river—the Victoria Falls on the
Zambesi; a colony—the Colony of Victoria ; counties in all parts of the
world called Victoria. There is the city of Victoria in British Columbia,
in the extreme West ; in the Far East, the city of -Victoria in the Island
of Hong-Kong ; there is a Victoria Land at the North Pole, a Victoria
Land at the South Pôle. These Victorias do not tell of conquest : they
tell of discovery, growth, expansion, and development; und they are
specially useful for chronological purposes, because there was only one
Victoria. I t is a different matter when we come to the Georges. I do
not recall any notable instance in which his present Majesty has given
his name to places beyond the Seas ;x and when we meet with George
Town—as in Penang, or in British Guiana, or in the Island of St.
Vincent, or in Prince Edward Island—or when we meet with South
Georgia, we do not thereby learn in which of the four Georges' reign
the town or settlement was founded or the island discovered. It
usually was in the reign of George III., simply because his reign was
the longest. Georgia, in the United States, was planted in 1733, in the
reign of George II. ; the name bearing witness to the historical fact
that this was the youngest of the original thirteen colonies which
formed the nucleus of the United States, that it was an eighteenth-
century colony, whereas all the others dated from the seventeenth
century. South Georgia was discovered or rediscovered by Captain
Cook in 1775. He called it the Isle of Georgia, in honour of King
George in.,-and he gave a most gloomy description of its appearance—
" Not a shrub even big enough to make a toothpick."

Prince Edward Island, which I have just mentioned, was so called
after the Duke of Kent, Queen Victoria's father ; the name being given
in 1799. The older French name of the Island was Isle St. Jean—one
of the very numerous St. Johns on the eastern side of Canada and in-
Newfoundland, which bear witness to Cabot's discovery on St. John
the Baptist's Day in 1497. There is St. John's, Newfoundland; St.
John, New Brunswick ; there are towns, lakes, rivers of that name in
the Province of Quebec. Our King Edward VH.'s name is to be found
in Lake Albert Edward in Central Africa, called after him, while he TO»
Prince of Wales, by the explorer Stanley ; and also in Port Edwaçd,
the little capital of Weihaiwei, called after him when king, though
Weihaiwei was leased to Great Britain while Queen Victoria was still
on the throne.

The difficulty which we have with the Georges occurs also in the

1 I am informed that since His Majesty visited Madras City, the quarter which is known
as Block Town has been renamed George Town.
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THE PLACE NAMES OF THE EMPIRE. 531

case of possessions which we took from France and in which the name
Louis is found, as in Port Louis in Mauritius and Louisbourg in Cape
Breton Island. There were so many French kings of that name that it
does not give an approximate date. It can only be said that, like
George in., Louis xiv. had the longest reign and stands out most in
history ; though, as a matter, of fact, Port Louis in Mauritius was so
christened in the reign of Louis xv.

Jameses and Charleses flourish more, I think, in the United States
than in the British Empire. The first permanent British Overseas
settlement, Jamestown in Virginia, was founded in King James i.'s
reign. The Carolinas and Charlestown tell of Charles II. These names
are useful as showing that, in Stuart times, the main trend of British
colonisation was, as we all know it was, to North America. Still we
have, for example, Charles Town in the little West Indian island of
Nevis ; and the only town in St. Helena is called Jamestown, after
James n., but while he was still Duke of York and before he became
king.

Queen Anne had a reign made glorious by the victories of the Duke
of Marlborough, but I can only think of one part of the Empire where
her name is perpetuated. This is Nova Scotia. In the wars with the
French in North America in her reign, we took the French Port Eoyal
in Acadia, as Nova Scotia was then called, and rechristened it
Annapolis.

Apart from Christian names of kings and queens, the British Empire
is dotted with Kingstowns, or Kingstons, and Queenstowns. In England,
for example, we have in Surrey Kingston-on-Thames ; in Yorkshire,
Kingston-on-Hull—so called when King Edward I. took Hull into his
own hands, to make a great port on the Humber ; Kingston is the port
of Dublin ; Queenstown the port of Cork ; Kingston is the capital of
Jamaica ; it is a leading city in Ontario ; the Queenstown Heights,
crowned by the Brock Monument, overlook the gorge of Niagara (the
scene of a great fight in the second American War of 1812). We have
Queenstowns in New Zealand, in the Cape Province, in British Guiana ;
Queensland is very familiar to all of us.

The real point of the multiplicity of the Kingstowns and Queens-
towns, as well as of the Georgetowns and Victorias, and again of the
Princetowna, the Prince of Wales's islands, the Windsors, and so forth,
which are to be found Overseas, is that, all the world over, they bear
witness, in the first place, that the British Empire is the product of a
monarchy, and, in the second place, that the peoples of the Empire have
been at pains to advertise the fact. It cannot be too much emphasised,
I think, especially at a time when everybody is throwing up his hat for
republics, that the Crown is a very great asset to our Empire—probably
the greatest of all our connecting links. The more widely spread an
Empire is, the more important it is to personify the whole in one central
figure—in one sovereign. Those who have been among the advanced
democracies beyond the Seas must have been struck by the way in
which the King is, so to speak, taken for granted as the indispensable
personality, embodying and representing the British State—the British
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.532 .SCOTTISH GEOGRAPHICAL MAGAZINE.

Empire; and in the case of India, where there are feudatory princes of
long descent, there could never conceivably be the same loyalty to the
changing head of a republic or to a House of Commons as there is to a
King-Emperor. Monarchy seems to me to be specially valuable as intro-
ducing a personal, a human element into the State as opposed to the
machine which is so much in evidence in. a republic. The King stands
for the British race and for the traditions of the British race ; he repre-
sents the continuity of the Empire. Louis xiv. used the phrase, " L'état,
c'est moi." This phrase must be reversed in the case of our monarchy
and run, " Moi, c'est l'état "—" I, the King, stand for the State:—I stand
for the British race and Empire." This truth can well be brought home
by. reference to the place names of the Empire, and, personally, I should
always add the comment that hardly any British subject has seen and
knows so much of the Empire as our present King himself.

I have referred to the Louises and the possessions acquired from
France. Of course, place names usually indicate who were the previous
European owners of the land, if they were not British from the first.
For instance, the names of Port of Spain, the capital of Trinidad, and
Spanish Town, the old capital of Jamaica, tell us that those islands once
belonged to Spain. But let us take names indicating Dutch origin, to
show what a clue place names give to history. I have referred to Port
Louis in Mauritius. We took Mauritius from the French, not from the
Dutch : the island is full of French names, and, as far as the white
population goes, is pre-eminently French. But, as matter of fact, the
island originally belonged to the Dutch, who left it, upon which the
French came in. The French called it Isle de France ; but, when we
took it long afterwards, we revived the old Dutch name, called after
the great Stadtholder of Holland, Count Maurice of Nassau. If it were
not for the name Mauritius, we should probably lose sight altogether of
the Dutch connection ; although, if you look at the map, you will find
a district bearing the name of Plaines Wilhems—evidence of Dutch
occupation ; and also there is a curiously shaped peak overlooking Port
Louis harbour, called Pieter Both, after the first Dutch Governor-
General of the East Indies, who bore that name, and who was lost off
the island in 1616. Now turn to the Southern Seas. The Dutch never
had any colonies in these seas, but yet there is abundant evidence of
Dutch discovery and navigation. New Holland, as Australia is called
on the old maps ; New Zealand ; Tasmania, called after the great Dutch
explorer, Tasman ; Van Diemen's Land, the old name of Tasmania, called
after a Dutch Governor of the East Indies ; the Leeuwin—the Lioness
—the famous south-west cape of Australia ;—all bear witness to Dutch
exploration and enterprise. South Africa, of course, teems with Dutch
names. I take only one instance to illustrate to what extent place
names are guide-posts to history. In the infancy of Natal, both Dutch
and English tried to secure it. The Dutch came in from inland over
the mountains in the course of the Great Trek ; the English came in by
sea and began settlement on the coast. The two chief towns in Natal
at the present day are the Port of Durban and the inland town, which
is the local capital, of Pietermaritzburg. The port is called after the
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THE PLACE-NAMES OF THE EMPIRE. 533

English Governor of the Cape Colony at the time, Sir Benjamin Durban ;
the inland town, after two Boer leaders, Pieter Retief and Gerrit Maritz.

You will notice that nearly all the names which I have given
by way of illustration are names of places in the west and south, not in
the east. There is a Victoria in Hong-Kong, as I have said, and in the
Island of Labuan ; and I have mentioned Port Edward in Weihaiwei.
Penang used to be called Prince of "Wales' Island : and other instances
could be given. But they are few and far between. The reason is
obvious: the East was an old world, and had all its names already.
Think how great Robert Clive was in the history of India, yet I do not

. personally know of any singlo place in India that bears his name. On
the other hand, take James Cook, the explorer and navigator. His
name is perpetually in evidence in the southern seas ; you have Mount
Cook, Cooktown, Cook Island, Cook Straits, and a river called after his
ship, The Endeavour. In India there was Fort William at Calcutta, and
Fort St. George at Madras, but the names died out. I can only think
of one interesting case of a place name in India telling of a great
Englishman—that is Jacobad—on the frontier, of Sindh, which was
called into existence in the desert by the famous border leader of
Sindh Horse—General John Jacob ; and you will notice that his name
has been half Indianised. Ceylon has been in the hands of the Portu-
guese, the Dutch, and the English. There is a Point Pedro which
sounds Portuguese ; otherwise I do not know of any name in Ceylon,
unless it be Adam's Peak, which would tell of European connection.

Thus you will notice how these place names indicate a cardinal
feature in the story of the Empire. In the west and the south the
British people were making new homes, called by their own names or
by the names of their old homes. In the east they were trading
among, dominating ruling, long-established peoples, with old civilisa-
tions and old centres of population, doing a wholly different class of
work. Babies are christened, given names, as soon as possible after
they have been born into the world. There was little or no christening
in the East, for, from the point of view of history, the East was not in
childhood, but in much more venerable age than the peoples of Western
Europe, including ourselves. Note, too, how, all the world over, native
names tend to hold their own against imported names. I have
instanced Fort William at Calcutta, and Fort St. George at Madras,
which have died out. Penang has ousted the name of Prince of Wales'
Island. Canada has taken the place of New France, possibly for
political reasons. Toronto was rechristened York after the then Duke
of York, in or about 1792, but York gave place again to Toronto. In.
New Zealand Maori names stand side by side with English, in a much
stronger proportion than the Maoris are to the English—Taranàki,
Wanganui, and many others. Even in Australia, where the natives
were always sparse and of very low grade, native place names are plenti-
ful. Murrumbidgee and Wallaroo are presumably of native origin :
they are certainly not English.

I will now ask you to look back to the early days of modern dis-
covery. The New World and the route round the Cape were discovered

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 o

f 
T

or
on

to
 L

ib
ra

ri
es

] 
at

 0
2:

36
 2

6 
D

ec
em

be
r 

20
14

 



5 3 4 S00TTI8H GEOGRAPHICAL MAGAZINE.

in pre-Eeformation times, and Eoman Catholic peoples—Spaniards and
Portuguese—were the chief discoverers. Hence the number of saints'
names given to lands and waters, which remain still wherever in the
British Empire we have trodden in the footsteps of the Spaniards, the
Portuguese, or the French. The West Indies are full of them—St.
Christopher or St. Kitts, St. Vincent, St. Lucia. Sometimes the look of
the land suggested the name. This, according to one account, was the
case with St. Christopher, the outline of which is said to have suggested
the saint carrying the Infant Saviour in his arms. Trinidad (Trinity)
is reputed to have gained its name from three hill tops sighted on
Columbus's third voyage. The story goes that Columbus vowed to call.
the first land which he sighted on this voyage after the Trinity, and •
the three hill tops gave additional point to his vow. Usually, how-
ever, a place was called after a saint'from having been discovered on
or about the saint's day. I have already mentioned the St. Johns in
North America. Jacques Cartier, the great Breton sailor and discoverer,
on his second voyage to North America in 1535, sailed into a bay at
the mouth of the present river St. Lawrence ; he stayed there from
the 8th to the 12th August, and, St. Lawrence's Day being on the
10th, he called the bay after the saint—a name which was subsequently
extended to the gulf and the river. St. Helena was discovered by
the Portuguese on May 21, 1502—that is, St. Helena's Day according
to the Calendar of the Greek Church. After the Eeformation, the
English, being Protestants, took little count of saints' days. The
Puritans were prone to give scriptural names to places, but the
Puritan settlements were mainly in what is now the United States,
where we find such names as Providence, Salem, and so on. I believe
it was Mark Twain who said, with much humour and no little truth,
that the Puritans went out to North America not only to enjoy their
own religion, but also to prevent other people from enjoying theirs.
At any rate, they were fond of Bible naines in their new homes. There
is a Providence in the Bahama Islands ; the island on which Nassau,
the capital of the colony, stands, is called New Providence to dis-
tinguish it from Old Providence, an island off the coast of Central
America, which once belonged to Great Britain and is now one of our
lost possessions. At a later date, Protestant names came more into
evidence in the empire, as Protestants began to be more active in
mission work. Where the London Missionary Society and other evan-
gelical societies went, we find such names as Bethelsdorp, Bethany,
and Bethesda, in South Africa. The Moravian missions in Labrador
include Hebron and Nain ; and the greatest of all Protestant mission-
aries, David Livingstone, has given his name to the present seat of
Government of Northern Ehodesia—Livingstone, close to the Victoria
Falls. The chief settlement of the Nyasaland Protectorate is called
Blantyre, so named by the Church of Scotland after Livingstone's
birthplace on the Clyde. South-Central Africa was the scene of his
great and noble life and work, but his name is perpetuated elsewhere
in the British Empire, as in North America and Tasmania.

The manifold names in the British Empire which are directly or
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THE PLACE NAMES OF THE EMPIRE. 5 3 5

indirectly connected with religion and ministers of religion, illustrate
what a potent force religion has been in the making of the Empire.
This can, and should be, insisted upon as a historical fact, without
creating any denominational bias. For instance, think how much the
British Empire owes indirectly to Richard Hakluyt, the tercentenary of
whose death was lately commemorated. He compiled his collection of
voyages to stimulate his countrymen to overseas enterprise. His out-
look was that of an intense lover of England, an enthusiast that England
and the Church of England should do its part in moulding the New
World. He was, as he calls himself, a preacher—Archdeacon of West-
minster. You have, on the one hand, religion in its crusading guise
urging kings and peoples on to acquire lands and peoples for the Cross ;
you have it, on the other hand, calling on men to go out, like Abraham
of old, and make new homes in the Wilderness, in order to win freedom
•of worship and belief. In later and more tolerant times, missionary
influence is nearly always found to be on the side of annexation, for the
-sane and wise reason that the interests of natives and their security
against tyrants of their own race, or white interlopers, are promoted by
placing them directly under the rule and protection of the British
Government. You have men like Livingstone calling attention to the
horrors of the Arab slave-trade, and inviting its suppression, all their
influence and enthusiasm tending to intervention, protectorate, rule.
You have a West African colony—Sierra Leone—directly founded by
religion and philanthropy ; and, lastly, the influence of religion upon
the individual men—explorers, soldiers, sailors, empire-makers—may
constantly be traced at all times and in all regions, illustrating what the
present war is illustrating—that among men of action and in times of
action, religion is a more living and potent force than among ordinary
citizens in ordinary days. Whenever death comes close, religion tends
to come close also ; and among the men who have been prominent in
•making the Empire, risking. their lives and facing every form of danger
on land and sea, religious faith has been and is constantly in evidence.
In the reign of Queen Elizabeth Sir Humphrey Gilbert gave us our
claim to our oldest colony, Newfoundland ; the last words recorded of
him before he went down in the smallest of his ships, a little ten-ton
vessel, were: "We are as near heaven by sea as by land." It was, as
the chronicler says, " a speech well becoming a soldier resolute in Jesus
Christ." I repeat that the story of the Empire cannot be told truly
without pointing out the part which religion has played in it, and that
part can be traced by place names.

I always try to insist on the fact that our Empire is the result of
growth, not of conquest or of military subjection. We shall all agree
as to the amount of diversity within the Empire—the enormous variety
of what the Book of Daniel would call peoples, nations, and languages.
Diversity is at once the result and the symbol of growth. A plant or
tree grows, sends out shoots, leaves, flowers, branches, on this side and
on that. The more it grows the more different it becomes from the
original seedling. It is impossible to maintain uniformity without
arresting growth in one direction or another. Change, diversity, is the
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5 3 6 SCOTTISH GEOGRAPHICAL MAGAZINE.

law of life ; and the fact that the British Empire is a kind of curiosity
shop of endless diversities is evidence that it has not been artificially
made, but has grown on natural lines. To these diversities the place
names bear witness. The names are of all languages and kinds ; they
are obviously not of uniform pattern imposed by a conquering race
which crushes out all language and nomenclature except its own.
Uniform is our word for military dress, because soldiers are all dressed
alike. There is no military dress about our Empire. No doubt in all
empires there is great variety of names, but it is specially marked in
the British Empire. Taking imported names alone, you will note how
they bear witness to the diversity of men who have had a hand in
making the Empire : explorers as Cook—soldiers as Wellington—sailors

• as Nelson—statesmen as Chatham—missionaries as Livingstone—
scientific men as Banks—governors as Durban or Brisbane. There is,
however, one leading characteristic which, no doubt, appears in other
countries, but is also rather specially English. They are nearly all
names of men of action. If we were asked the rather foolish question,
"Who was the greatest Englishman that ever lived 1 most of us would
probably say—I should myself—William Shakespeare ; and, though
Shakespeare only lived to see the very first beginnings of the Empire—
as witness the reference to the " still vexed Bermoothes"—no English
poet or writer was more instinct than he with the sense of England's
island destiny. Yet, though I am told that his name does occur, I have
never myself come across Shakespeare among the place names of Empire.
It would at least make as good a place name as, say, Clapham Junction.
There are two or three Miltons, but, it may be assumed, they are not
called after the poet, John Milton ; for Milton, the Milltown, is a
common town name.

Some scientific men, as I have said, have left their names. There is
a Port Darwin in the northern territory of Australia, and in the Falk-
land Islands, which Charles Darwin visited, among other places, and
described in The Voyage of the "Beagle." I would like to quote words
from that book which show that scientific men, like missionaries, have
believed in the good done by placing lands beyond the seas under British
rule—" To hoist the British Flag seems to draw with it, as a certain
consequence, wealth, prosperity, and civilisation." But Darwin and
Banks, the botanist, who was the friend and shipmate of Captain Cook
when he explored the coasts of Australia and New Zealand, and who
left his name in Banks Strait, for instance, and Banks Peninsula, and
the name of his pursuit in Botany Bay, were scientific men who travelled
and explored : they were not simply men of the study. Similarly,
Herschel is a place name in the Cape Province ; and this is because the
great astronomer spent some time in Cape Colony about the beginning
of Queen Victoria's reign. The name of Murchison, again, widely dis-
tributed, comes from a scientific man; the geologist Sir Roderick
Murchison. Though he did not travel round the Empire, he was
President of the Royal Geographical Society ; and presumably in this
capacity, as encouraging exploration, he was a prolific godfather.

The inference which I draw from place names is that our Empire
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THE PLACE NAMES OF THE EMPIRE. 5 3 7

was made, as we all know it was, by a practical rather than a senti-
mental race, a race of makers and doers rather than of thinkers and
dreamers. This is what Carlyle insists upon in his great book Past and
Present, saying of England, " Thy epic, unsung in words, is written in
huge characters on the face of this Planet " ; and it was this practical
capacity which led to the use and development of the peculiarly English
machinery for making an empire, of chartered companies—that is, of
associations of business men.

Scotsmen have a well-earned reputation for business capacity and
also for perpetuating their names. The number of Macs and other
Scotch names strewn through the Empire is very large, and I sometimes
wonder where the extraordinary number of Scotsmen and Irishmen
throughout the Empire have come from. In Rhodesia we have a name
bearing witness to a great English man of action, founder and head of a
chartered company. Ehodes was also a politician and prime minister of
a colony. But among men of action whose names are perpetuated, apart
from governors of the particular places, it is not so much the politicians
who are commemorated as the explorers, the sailors, and the soldiers,
who did the work, while the others, though nominally men of action,
talked about it. Wellingtons and Nelsons are dotted all over the
Empire. Wellington especially, comes next, I should say, to Victoria
in frequency; and we shall all agree that Wellington as a soldier is
placed on record, not Wellington as a Prime Minister. Wellington is
the capital of New Zealand. The mountain overlooking Hobart in
Tasmania is Mount Wellington. The name is all through Australia,
Canada, and the Cape Colony ; Waterloos, too, are thickly strewn.

Among politicians, prime ministers are to some extent commemo-
rated, but not greatly so. There is Melbourne, of course ; there are one
or two Palmerstons, Salisburys, Peels, and others ; but the ministers
who have been in charge of the Colonial Office are more in evidence than
prime ministers; in other words, the men who were practically and
directly connected with the job are specially named. Lord Kimberley
was Colonial Secretary under Mr. Gladstone; he gave his name to th&
great diamond centre in South Africa and to a large district in Western
Australia, and his name is more in evidence than Mr. Gladstone's. The-
name of Lord Carnarvon, Colonial Secretary in Disraeli's Government,
is distinctly more in evidence than the name Disraeli or Beaconsfield.
There are several BathurBts in the Empire. Bathurst is the chief town
on the Gambia ; there are Bathursts in the Cape Province, in New South
Wales, Tasmania, New Brunswick—all called after Lord Bathurst, who,
so far as I can ascertain, was a man of no particular merit, but who was
Secretary of State for the Colonies under Lord Liverpool, and held office
consecutively for a longer time than any other Colonial Secretary—
namely, from 1812-1827. He was among colonial secretaries what
George in. was among kings in the length of reign. Mr. Chamberlain
had, next to him, the record for the longest tenure.

Before there was a Colonial Office there was a Board of Trade and
Plantations. In the middle of the eighteenth century this Board was
presided over by a very active man, the Earl of Halifax, who gave his
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name to Halifax, in Nova Scotia. Halifax was founded in 1749, as a
set-off against the great French fortress of Louisbourg, hard by in Cape
Breton Island, and the first settlers were largely old soldiers and sailors.
Francis Parkman says of it : " Alone of all the British Colonies on the
Continent, this new settlement was the offspring, not of private enter-
prise, but of Eoyal Authority." It became the capital of Nova Scotia
instead of Annapolis. The greatest city in Australia, Sydney, takes its
name from Thomas Townshend, Lord Sydney, who was dealing with the
Colonies in the younger Pitt's administration, when Australia was first
colonised. He was godfather, too, of the town and port of Sydney, in
Cape Breton Island. This Sydney, a great coal centre, was founded in
1784-85 by the North American Loyalists after the War of Indepen-
dence; and I would like to take this opportunity of stating in the
«trongest possible terms that in our histories very scant justice is, in my
«pinion, done to the United Empire Loyalists and to the important part
which they played in our colonial history. We concern ourselves with
the rights and wrongs of the American War of Independence, generally,
in English fashion, with condemnation of England, always, as is right,
with admiration of George Washington ; but we leave out of sight the
men who gave up home and endured every kind of adversity for the
sake of United Empire. They regenerated Nova Scotia ; they colonised
New Brunswick and Ontario ; they should always be held in grateful
•memory and their story should ever be told. I laid stress upon the
evidence which the place names of the Empire bear to monarchy, and
gave the Kingstons in illustration. Kingston in Ontario, on the site of
the old French fort, Frontenac, was a Loyalist settlement. The
Loyalists were the King's men, and were not willing to part with
the Monarchy and the Empire and be incorporated in an American
Republic.

Another rather common name in the Empire is Melville. I trace
this to Dundas, Lord Melville, who also handled the Colonies for some
time under the younger Pi t t ; and his family name of Dundas is, or was,
in evidence in the province of Ontario. But there seem to be very few
Pitts in the Empire, though there are various Chathams.

The chief city in the world bearing Pitt's name and called after Lord
Chatham, not his son, is Pittsburg in Pennsylvania. It gained its name
after the old French fort Duquesne, on the site of which it stands, had
been taken in Chatham's great war—the Seven Years' War. The officer
who took it, John Forbes, renamed it Fort Pitt, and wrote to Chatham :
" 1 have used the freedom of giving your name to Fort Duquesne."
Stanleys are fairly numerous, chiefly recalling the Prime Minister, Lord
Derby, but not as Lord Derby, and not as Prime Minister, but while he
was Lord Stanley and Secretary of State for the Colonies under Peel.
There are many Newcastles to be found. The Newcastle in New South
Wales is a great coal pprt and a replica of Newcastle-on-Tyne. New-
castle in Natal, on the contrary, is called after the Duke of Newcastle,
who was Secretary of State for the Colonies.

Notable governors are, or were, always perpetuated by all nations
in lands which they governed. In Mauritius, for instance, Mahéboùrg
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is called after the great French governor Mahé de Labourdonnais; and
there is the port of Mahé in the Seychelles Islands, which used to be a
dependency of Mauritius. In the Cape Province there is Simon's Town,
Simon's Bay, and Stellenbosch, recalling the famous Dutch governor,
Simon Van der Stel. But British governors have, perhaps, specially
given their names to places. I do not think that this is due to any •
particular British egotism or self-advertisement, but simply to a desire
to mark the date of opening a new district or finding a new river by
attaching the name of the man on the spot—a practical and not a fancy
proceeding. Macquarie, Brisbane, Darling, Gipps, were early Australian
governors and have left their names behind. There is a good instance
in the Cape Province of the perpetuation of a governor's family name.
Lord Charles Somerset, a son of the Duke of Beaufort, was Governor
after the Waterloo era. We find Beaufort West, Beaufort East, Fort
Beaufort, Somerset East, Somerset West, and Worcester, the last being
the second title of the Dukes of Beaufort.

My view is that the nomenclature of the Empire is extraordinarily
diverse ; that the British names testify to the great variety of agents in
making the Empire; but that nearly all, outside royalty and names
derived from religious sources, testify to action, to practical work, and
to the immediate agents concerned. There is very little that is
picturesque about them. The Dutch are usually regarded as a some-
what prosaic people ; but the name Bloemfontein is a very pretty one,
suggesting flowers and streams in the desert. I cannot from memory
find an English parallel. Cook and Banks explored the New Zealand
coast : they called one bay Poverty Bay, another the Bay of Plenty.
These are not beautiful names, but they are very practical and repre-
sent the exact facts that the explorers found. English philanthropists
founded a colony for freed slaves in West Africa. They chose a place
called by the Portuguese Sierra Leone—Mountain of the Lions or
Mountain of the Lioness, the best account says because of the roaring of
the thunder in the mountains. This is a name which has a little fancy
about it ; but the English philanthropists called their settlement Free
Town ; nothing could be plainer and nothing less picturesque. In the
Bahamas, however, there is an island called Eleuthera, the correct and
older name being Eleutheria, which is Greek for freedom. This island
was colonised from Bermuda about 1646, and was then given the name
Eleutheria, to indicate, we are told, that " Every man might enjoy his
own opinion or religion without control or question." I infer that the
English were less prosaic in the seventeenth than in the eighteenth
century, and, that when they wanted to be picturesque, they had to
turn to Greek.

But so it has ever been with our race. The actual men who did the
things, the actual things that were found or done, are the men and
things that have mattered to us. Systems and constitutions and theories
and sentiments have been neither here nor there. We have not cared
to find or to produce one special type. Different men have taken the
different things as they came and with matter-of-fact good sense have
made the best of them. That is the story of our Empire.
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